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Coming Together for Children

Six Community Partnerships
Make a Big Difference

Community partnerships serving ) )

young children and families take Compiled by Susan Friedman
many forms. The six pro les here

share stories and photographs from

programs in different communi-

ties engaged in innovative, creative Play, Recyclables, and Teen Mentoring
approaches to learning. The pro- ; . . .
grams have varied goals, but they Fostering Social Skills in an After-School Program

share a common focus on linking
community resources to enhance
learning opportunities for the chil-
dren and families they serve.

— Walter F. Drew, Cofounder,
Reusable Resources Association, Melbourne, Florida

Illustration * Marti Betz

IN CoCcOA BEACH, FLORIDA, teenagers mentor younger children in cre-
ative joint play, building structures out of recycled materials from the
Florida Reusable Resource Network. The project began at the Flori-
da Kiwanis Convention in 2005. | spontaneously invited young chil-
/ dren and Kiwanis Key Club members to play with the recycled ma-
7 terials | had brought to the conference to introduce our resource
network. The interplay between the teens and younger children
. was inspiring.
Following the conference, Kathy Cool, school-age child care co-
I I ordinator at Roosevelt Elementary in Cocoa Beach, and | discussed
(HILDREN'S, MUSeUM I I the idea of implementing a teen.mentc.)r-
ing program focused on play with chil-
dren in her program. Kathy s main inter-
est was helping the K 6 children develop
cooperative learning skills through play.
That fall Cocoa Beach High School
Key Club members took part in a
series of workshops sponsored
by the local Kiwanis. Individu-
ally and in groups, they played
with recycled materials and kept
a written journal on their experi-
ences. The workshops prepared
the teens to lead play sessions
Susan Friedman, MEd, serves as as- in Roosevelt Elementary School s after-school program.
sistant editor for Young Children and When the play sessions started, the only instructions the teens gave
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cloth, they contributed their indi-
vidual ideas and together negotiat-
ed a vision for their project. They
took turns placing items on the
structure and cooperated to solve
structural problems.
Kathy views the play sessions as

a great success. | see play as a ba-
sic learning skill, she comments.

The children pay attention and
learn how much more they can do
when they cooperate and work to-
gether. The parents see the joy and
excitement their children express ] i
over what they have accomplished,
and that helps parents value play
as an important instructional activ-
ity. One high school student, hav-
ing observed the interplay between
children s imaginations and coop-
erative play, noted several things:

The children seemed very intent
within their own individual imagi-
nations even though in groups they
were able to construct together. It s

As the young children
engaged in imagina-
tive play, they contrib-
uted their individual
ideas and together
negotiated a vision for
their project.
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really amaz-

ing how they

can under- Together they
stand each built a single
others

visions. structure, but
Together in each of their
they built a . .

single struc- minds it was
ture, butin their own.
each of their

minds it was

their own.

All of the adults involved with
the project feel so strongly about
its success that they have in-
troduced the idea in other high
schools and child care settings. The project deeply impressed Kiwanis Inter-
national Young Children Priority One coordinator Jane Judy-Miller, and she
has proposed Kiwanis sponsorship of a similar project worldwide.

For more information about this program, visit www.reusableresources.org.
Some information in this pro le is drawn from the booklet A Successful Key
Club Mentoring Program: Mentored Play Sessions in a K-6 After-School Pro-
gram, Implementing the Mandate: “Young Children Priority One,” by Hugh
Halsey and Walter F. Drew (Melbourne, FL: Reusable Resources Association,
2006).
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